
 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                               
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Early covers from a particular post office are eagerly sought by postal historians and letter contents 
often provide interesting historical footnotes.  The Indianapolis Post Office was established March 8, 
1822 and the earliest reported cover is postmarked Sept. 5, (1822). 
 
     Shown above, this cover is a typical stampless folded letter (SFL) of the pre-stamp era and is 
datelined Sept. 4, 1822.  Written to the New Jersey parents of a young man, who was one of the first 
settlers in 1821, the letter informs them of his death as a result of a tree-felling accident.  He was 
known as an axe-man and evidently worked in clearing the virgin forest that surrounded the tiny 
village of Indianapolis. 
 
     You are invited to join the Indiana Postal History Society, an organization devoted to the study of 
all facets of Indiana Postal History and to the publication of information via a quarterly newsletter.  
Annual dues are $10.00 in the U.S. or $16.00 outside the U.S., payable by check drawn on a U.S. 
bank, money order or cash. 
 
     Please send the form below with your payment to Marge Faber, IPHS Secretary-Treasurer. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Indiana Postal History Society 
c/o Marge Faber 
P.O. Box 1875 

Bloomington, IN  47402-1875 
 

My payment of $10.00 (U.S.) / $16.00 (Foreign) for membership in the IPHS is enclosed. 
(membership begins on July 1st of this year, not the date of application). Members joining mid-year will receive all four issues. 

   Name  _____________________________________ 
 

   Address  ___________________________________ 
 

   City / State / Zip  _____________________________ 
 

   Country / Code   ______________________________ 
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The Indiana Postal History Society offers the following titles for sale: 
 
   Publication                 Price     Qty Total 
 
"Railroad Post Marks of Indiana",  1997  by John Prendergast                          $30.00   ___ $_____ 
 
Index to Railroad Postmarks of Indiana        $8.00  ___ $_____ 
 
"Ohio County, Indiana Postal History  1815 - 1983", 1996 by Russ Ryle     $15.00   ___$_____ 
 
"Indiana Post Offices”, 2005 by V.A.Ross & A.R.Hadley  (Member Price)          $19.00  ___ $_____  
  Now includes Indiana Doanes, 4-bar, Error Cancels, Postmaster and    (In Color)$25.00   ____ $ _____ 
  County postmarks, RFD, Dater cancels and Octagon lists with images.                                                  
 
"Indiana Post Offices”, 2005 by V.A.Ross & A.R.Hadley  (non-member)             $29.00 ___ $_____ 
      
“Indiana Machine Cancels”         $30.00 ___ $_____ 
    Approximately 5000 machine cancels, with images of 95% 
 
Indiana Postal History Society Newsletters Vol 1, # 1- 23     $16.50 ___ $_____ 
Indiana Postal History Society Newsletters Vol 2, #24-39            $12.00 ___ $_____        
Indiana Postal History Society Newsletters Vol 3, #40-50    $13.50 ___ $_____ 
Indiana Postal History Society Newsletters Vol 4, #51-60    $12.00 ___ $_____ 
Indiana Postal History Society Newsletters Vol 5, #61-72     $13.00 ___ $_____ 
Indiana Postal History Society Newsletters Vol 6, #73-84    $18.00 ___ $_____ 
Index to IPHS Newsletters               $8.00 ___ $_____ 
 
19th Century Postmarks of the United States Post Office at Shelbyville In $20.00 ___ $_____ 
Shelby County Indiana 1823-1900 and the 20th Century Cancels 1901-2000 
by Ron Burns  
“The Rural Delivery Service: Instructions for the Guidance of Postmasters  $8.00 ___ $_____ 
and Carriers in the Conduct of the Rural Delivery Service” (1907 Reprint) 
 
                               All items include free shipping within the United States.   Total     $________ 
  
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

INDIANA POSTAL HISTORY LOCATION GUIDES & POSTAL BULLETINS 
 
     The Society has available for loan the Post Office Location microfilms for Indiana, 1850's to 
1950's.  These include charts and maps drawn by local postmasters giving locations of most post 
offices in Indiana for the period. 
     Also available for loan are the Post Office Postal Bulletins, from 1889 to 1950's.  These give 
official dates for post office changes such as office openings, closings, postmaster appointments, 
location changes, RFD route starts and carrier route starts. 
 

Please visit our website at:  www.IndianaPostalHistory.org 
 
 


